


A man who had been caught embezzling
millions from his employer went to a
lawyer seeking defense. He didn’t want
to go to jail. But his lawyer told him,
“Don’t worry. You’ll never have to go to
jail with all that money.” And the lawyer
was right. When the man was sent to
prison, he didn’t even have a penny..



TOPPER’S TALK 

CLAT TOPPER
WITH

Aman Pa�dar hailing from a small town called 

Maheshwar from Madhya Pradesh has achieved 

this feat and made it large. He has secured 

admission to Na�onal Law School of India 

University - (NLSIU) Bengaluru, also known as 

'Harvard of East'. 

Know the success secrets, habits and the prep 

strategy he adopted that fetched him this success 

in CLAT 2020.

Vidhigya Correspondent: Hi Aman, Many 

Congratula�ons on achieving this feat. Tell us 

something about yourself.

Aman: I completed my higher secondary 

educa�on from the St. Paul's Higher Secondary 

School, Indore with science stream. I had PCM 

with Computer Science as my subjects. I come 

from the beau�ful city of Maheshwar, some 90-

odd kilometres from Indore. I gave CLAT 2020, 

alongside my class 12th. I studied at Vidhigya for 

my CLAT prepara�on and I would be indebted 

forever to them.

Vidhigya Correspondent: There are different 
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knew what I wanted to do. A few months 

into the law school, I see in myself a 

baby-like curiosity again. And here I am, 

ready to take baby-steps, again. I am 

par�cularly interested in the confluence 

of law with start-ups, technology and 

sports and expect to build myself in one 

of these domains.

Vidhigya Correspondent: During your 

CLAT prepara�on, did you ever think 

that you would end up being CLAT STATE 

TOPPER and achieve AIR – 14.

Aman: Not even once. To be honest, my 

'serious' CLAT journey had an interes�ng 

start. It began with a challenge. A li�le 

background: my father has always been 

proud of me, even if I fail. At �mes, out of 

his pride, he ends up overes�ma�ng me 

and takes up challenges for me, without 

ever feeling the need to ask me if I am 

capable or ready for them. And one of 

those many instances, was when my 

father's friend told him that CLAT is a 

difficult exam and takes months and 

maybe years to crack. There he got an 

opportunity to take a challenge, on my 

behalf, being my legal guardian and best 

fields a�er 12th, what mo�vated you to 

make a career in law?

Aman: There are numerous career 

op�ons a�er 12th, albeit no less than 

the number of career op�ons I had in 

mind at different stages in my life. I 

chose law, despite belonging to the 

science background, which o�en seems 

weird to a lot of people. But I took 

science stream solely out of interest and 

to challenge myself. That interest, I 

always knew, came out of curiosity and 

fascina�on. I knew I can be a great 

student and observer of science but 

would not be able to contribute 

significantly as an actor. And, I am sure 

that I would con�nue to be fascinated by 

science and read about it for the rest of 

my life, indeed as an observer. Social 

science always got equal love as science, 

the difference being that I was ready to 

have a career in some field related to 

social science. I looked for op�ons and 

filtered out Journalism and Law. A�er 

some considera�on, law seemed to 

invoke greater interest in me and 

surprisingly, for the first �me in my life, I 
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Aman: CLAT 2020 was my first a�empt 

at this examina�on. There were mul�ple 

postponements. Lockdown meant that I 

was locked in my home during my en�re 

prepara�on. I made sure that I make the 

maximum use of every postponement 

of CLAT. And with each postponement, I 

tried to target some specific area and 

became a be�er version of myself, as an 

aspirant.

Vidhigya Correspondent: How did you 

prepare for the FIVE sec�ons of the 

paper? Can you elaborate on your 

prepara�on strategy for each sec�on?

Aman: As we know, the ques�on paper 

has five sec�ons: English, General 

Knowledge (GK), Logical Reasoning (LR), 

Data Interpreta�on (DI) and Legal 

Reasoning. Just a glance of the paper 

lets you know that it is heavily based on 

reading skills, with English, Legal and 

good chunk of LR based solely on how 

fast you can read and how well you can 

comprehend passages.English and the 

Cri�cal reasoning por�on of LR require 

pre�y much the same skills, which are 

s p e e d - r e a d i n g  a n d  d e c e n t 

friend. He told his friend that I would 

crack CLAT in my first a�empt and with a 

great score. Reminding me constantly 

that  a  father 's  pr ide  i s  a  son 's

responsibility, he made sure I am on 

track throughout. And I began, my 

prepara�ons, not just to get admission 

in an NLU, but to also uphold the value 

and respect my father's words hold. Cut 

to the day CLAT took place. I was 

confident that I had given my best and 

there was li�le that I could do be�er. I 

s�ll remember it, the first thing I told my 

parents who were wai�ng for me 

outside the test centre was that this was 

the best I could do, and whatever comes 

my way I'll take it with open arms. I 

knew, I had li�le regrets, regarding my 

prepara�on or my examina�on and the 

result, even if not the absolute best, 

would be my best. I s�ll recall, quite 

clearly, how surprised I was and how 

overjoyed my family was, a�er seeing 

my result. Indeed, I am grateful for how 

things have turned out.

Vidhigya Correspondent: Tell us about 

your CLAT prepara�on?
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Start off with learning tables, squares, 

cubes, formulae and tricks. Then on a 

daily basis, solve 3-4 DI sets and apply 

everything that you have learnt. Daily 

prac�ce increases your speed and 

ensures that you come across a variety 

of ques�ons.

For Legal reasoning, if you are aware of a 

par�cular development in the legal 

field, your understanding of the issue is 

much clearer and the reading of the 

passage faster. To prac�ce applica�on, a 

mock will be your best friend.

Vidhigya Correspondent: Since the 

CLAT pa�ern has witnessed a paradigm 

shi� in CLAT 2020 specially in Legal 

reasoning and Logical reasoning sec�on, 

how did you manage these subjects?

Aman: To be very honest, the change in 

pa�ern came as a breather for me. It 

meant that now, the skills required are 

very different from the earlier pa�ern. 

Having passages, instead of one-liners 

meant that you have to have good 

reading speed and comprehension 

abili�es, and passages in GK meant you 

no longer need to mug up random facts 

comprehension. Both of these, indeed 

are skills and not subjects or topics, 

which means they can not be learnt or 

memorised in a day or two, but are 

rather developed with �me. Reading 

prac�ce is a must, not just for these two 

sec�ons, but for the en�re ques�on 

paper. And what be�er source than a 

newspaper, when the Consor�um 

stresses so much on newspaper reading 

and has explicitly told that a lot of 

passages would come from prominent 

news sources? A good na�onal daily 

would do the job, which was The Hindu 

for me. I also occasionally surfed a few 

online news portals.

Reading a newspaper, would of course 

prepare you for the GK sec�on. But 

note-making is a must for GK, unless you 

are a super-computer capable of storing 

tonnes of data for very long. Effec�ve 

note-making would allow you to 

generate connec�ons between facts 

and topics, which would help you create 

a story, making it easier and more 

interes�ng to prepare for GK.

For DI, consistency over everything. 
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can go wrong; and as we say: ignorance 

of law is no excuse. The logical reasoning 

sec�on on the other hand can be 

divided to two parts: cri�cal reasoning 

(the passages) and analy�cal reasoning 

(statement-based ques�ons, puzzles, 

direc�on sense, etc.). I found li�le 

difference in the cri�cal reasoning part 

and English sec�ons, as the approach 

and the skills required are nearly same 

for both. I prac�ced passages from the 

modules and the mocks provided from 

Vidhigya. For analy�cal reasoning 

por�on, mocks of other entrance exams 

like SLAT and AILET, and the modules 

helped a lot.

Vidhigya Correspondent:  COVID 

pandemic was a very big disrup�on as 

perceived by many, how did you manage 

your study during the lockdown?

Aman: I am saddened by the kind of loss 

that the world has suffered due to 

pandemic. My memory of ge�ng into NLS, 

would remain secondary and way less 

significant than the lessons that the 

pandemic has taught me. It would be 

insensi�ve to be thankful to a pandemic 

but rather relevant informa�on related 

to important topics. Talking specifically 

regarding legal and logical reasoning 

sec�ons, the maximum prac�ce for 

these came through mocks for me. Since 

the pa�ern-change was recent, there 

wasn't a lot of ancillary material 

available related to these sec�ons. 

A l t h o u g h  n e w s  a r � c l e s  a n d 

compila�ons help in being comfortable 

with the developments in the legal field, 

true prac�ce of applica�on can be done 

only when you have ques�ons based on 

them. I would highlight here that 

although the required ski l ls  l ike 

speedreading and comprehension 

remain the same, the approach required 

for Legal reasoning sec�on is a li�le 

different from that used in English or 

Cr i�cal  reasoning sec�on.  Legal 

reasoning demands, and deserves, 

more �me than English or CR, both in 

reading and in ques�ons. You have to 

carefully read every line of the passage 

in Legal reasoning sec�on and have to 

give enough �me to ques�ons to apply 

the rules correctly, because if you lose 

out on even a single detail the ques�on 
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I reiterate that it's never about the 

numbers of hours you put in, but the 

intensity. When you sit down to work, 

have a target to achieve in terms of tasks 

and not in terms of hours and complete 

all of them with focus. Cut off all 

distrac�ons while you work. Take breaks 

between work and don't work between 

breaks. Worship work and it will protect 

you.

Vidhigya Correspondent:  Did you take 

mock tests; how many did you take? Are 

they useful? 

Aman: I  can't stress enough the 

importance of mocks in prepara�on for 

CLAT. As we know, CLAT, unlike other 

entrance tests like the JEE or NEET, is not 

a syllabus-based examina�on. And 

hence, the closest parameter you have 

to gauge your prepara�on is a mock test. 

I took around 60 mocks during my 

prepara�on and made sure that I make 

maximum use of it. Mock analysis 

helped me gauge my strength and 

weaknesses: both in terms of concepts 

and speed. With each mock, I knew 

exactly where to work on and how 

for postponements, god had certain plans, 

for us as individuals and as a society. 

My family, as always, was the biggest 

support system for me during my 

prepara�ons. They made sure that I 

remain on track and did their best to 

support me throughout. Being in 

constant touch with the mentors at 

Vidhigya, ensured that I have an ac�ve 

and seamless available route for 

feedbacks, solu�ons and plans.

Vidhigya Correspondent: What was 

your study rou�ne and best prac�ces for 

CLAT? 

Aman: This is one aspect of my 

prepara�on, which I regret. I could not 

have a very healthy rou�ne during my 

prepara�on. I some�mes slept at 10 

P.M., some�mes at 3 A.M. I would 

suggest everyone to simply not do this 

at all. Please, have a healthy rou�ne and 

try to set your body clock. Your body 

supports your mind, only when both of 

them are fresh and ac�ve. Try sleeping 

early, and waking up early for maximum 

efficiency, something that I am trying to 

do these days.
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decent difficulty levels. In case of a 

failure of my experiment, either with 

sec�on order or anything else, I knew 

which strategy doesn't work for me and 

hence I dropped it right away, so that 

when I go into CLAT, I have a fool-proof 

strategy ready, specifically designed for 

me by me.

Vidhigya Correspondent: Though you 

are not at the campus for physical 

classes but your online classes have 

started. How does it feel to be at the 

best law school of this country?

Aman: NLSIU is magical. It is an absolute 

privilege to study alongside some of the 

smartest brains of the country and being 

taught by some of the most renowned 

faculty members. The senior-junior 

fabric at NLS is something which one 

would hardly find in any university. 

There exist several systems, like the 

informal Rank family system and the 

formal SBA Mentor system, which 

ensure that the juniors get constant 

support from seniors. The classes follow 

case study method and hence, are full of 

discourses, discussions, debates and 

much, a luxury which won't have been 

available otherwise.

Vidhigya Correspondent: There are 

certain �mes when you don't score good 

in your Mock Tests and you feel low 

about it. Did it happen to you? If yes, 

how did you cope with such feelings?

Aman: It may very well happen that you 

don't score well in your mocks at all 

�mes. And that's completely fine, as 

long as you know the exact reasons for 

why the scores weren't high. 

Scores went down for me, in three 

cases: due to some fault from my end, 

difficult mock or some of my random 

experiments. In case of my fault, I 

analysed closely where do I lack and is 

there a way to fix it. That gave me exact 

roadmap, as to what to do in the coming 

days or which type of ques�ons to 

refrain from a�emp�ng. In case of a 

difficult mock, I used to be thankful, for I 

encountered difficult ques�ons during 

my prepara�on itself and not in the 

actual CLAT. This gave me the confidence 

that no ma�er what would be the 

difficulty of the CLAT, I have already seen 
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regret remains and would haunt you 

forever, at least �ll humans develop a 

�me machine, which I suppose is s�ll far 

away. If you have done enough, and by 

enough I mean YOUR absolute best, 

you'll be happy with the results, and in 

the end that's the only thing that 

ma�ers. Results are decided by how 

sa�sfied you are, and not by some 

numbers. Be sincere to yourself, work to 

the best of your abili�es and then 

whatever comes your way, accept with 

open arms. Do not go very hard on 

yourself. Make sure you take good care 

of your and your family's mental and 

physical health. And of course, 'Just 

Chill' (Mustafa, 2020). If this comes from 

the President of the Consor�um of NLUs 

himself, it must hold some credibility.

Khud se nahi haarna. Give YOUR best 

and I'll pray that all of you get what 

you've worked for. All the best.

Vidhigya Correspondent: Wish you 

success in all your academic and 

professional pursuits. Stay Blessed and 

Stay LAWgical !!!

ac�ve c lass  engagement.  These 

discourses open up one's mind to 

several perspec�ves that may exist and 

introduces the subjec�vity associated 

with a lot of things, which at face value 

may seem objec�ve. The opportuni�es 

at NLS are immense, both within the 

university and from outside the 

university. 

Students o�en find themselves in a 

situa�on where they have to give up an 

opportunity to grab another. The 

opportuni�es, the faculty and the 

student body, all together make NLS an 

exci�ng place to learn. Here's hoping 

that we get to go to the campus in the 

next trimester and would finally meet 

the people who we've 'met' only 

through the boxes on our screens. 

Vidhigya Correspondent: Your message 

for the other CLAT Aspirants preparing 

for upcoming CLAT exams?

Aman: Make sure you have no regrets. 

Regret hurts more than incapability, 

because capability can be built with 

�me, but an opportunity once missed 

can never be grabbed again. Therefore, 
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Undisputed Leader in CLAT Preps

BIG
NEWS

THE

India signed 10-year Contract For Chabahar Port Operation with Iran

Concerns Regarding ECI's Voter Turnout Data

Russia - China Summit

Death of Iranian President

China Reclaims India’s Top Trading Partner Tag



























confactualsUndisputed Leader in CLAT Preps

• ECONOMY
• GOVERNANCE & SCHEMES
• SOCIAL ISSUES
• INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
• SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
• DEFENSE AND SECURITY
• ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY
• ART AND CULTURE
• SPORTS

































































Undisputed Leader in CLAT Preps

• PLACES IN NEWS 
• APPOINTMENTS 
• DAYS & THEMES
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Vidhigya Crossword 
 

 
Across 

2. Recently which platform started UPI payment 
services collaboration with LankaPay in Sri Lanka? 
5. Which country loses its last glacier to become the 
first nation in the Andes without a glacier? 
7. Who recently won the gold medal in men’s javelin 
throw at the 27th Federation Cup senior national 
competition? 
9. Recently, which country has become the 99th 
member of the International Solar Alliance (ISA)? 
10. What is the name of the cyclone that made 
landfall between Bangladesh and adjoining West 
Bengal coasts recently? 

Down 
1. Which country is named as the hosts of FIFA 
Women’s World Cup 2027? 
3. New Caledonia is a territory of which country? 
4. The 7th edition of military exercise ‘Shakti’ recently 
commenced between India and which country? 
6. Recently who has been appointed as the President 
of Supreme Court Bar Association? 
8. Which country’s High Energy Photon Source 
(HEPS) is set to be the first fourth-generation 
synchrotron light source in Asia? 
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Vidhigya Crossword 
 

 
Across 

2. Recently which platform started UPI payment 
services collaboration with LankaPay in Sri Lanka? 
(phonepay) 
5. Which country loses its last glacier to become the 
first nation in the Andes without a glacier? 
(venezuela) 
7. Who recently won the gold medal in men’s javelin 
throw at the 27th Federation Cup senior national 
competition? (neerajchopra) 
9. Recently, which country has become the 99th 
member of the International Solar Alliance (ISA)? 
(spain) 
10. What is the name of the cyclone that made 
landfall between Bangladesh and adjoining West 
Bengal coasts recently? (remal) 

Down 
1. Which country is named as the hosts of FIFA 
Women’s World Cup 2027? (brazil) 
3. New Caledonia is a territory of which country? 
(newzealand) 
4. The 7th edition of military exercise ‘Shakti’ recently 
commenced between India and which country? 
(france) 
6. Recently who has been appointed as the President 
of Supreme Court Bar Association? (kapilsibal) 
8. Which country’s High Energy Photon Source 
(HEPS) is set to be the first fourth-generation 
synchrotron light source in Asia? (china) 
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